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The birth of the Jesus movement and of the multiplicity of groups of his followers can be 
understood as the manifestation of social creativity during short, innovative historical periods. 
The article individuates the characteristics of such creative brief situations: the existence of a 
long profound social crisis; the success of a movement created by a leader; the multiplication 
of innovative movements in many different places; their relationship with the founding cultural 
deposit; their non-institutionalism; their address to the whole society. The cultural diversity 
of some short periods of creative innovation is taken into consideration.
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sue of the sources of the Gospel of Thomas. This topic is connected to the relationship between 
Th vexata quaestio of Th’s 
“dependence”/“independence.” The article begins with some methodological considerations 
on the composition and sources of Th, also trying to provide a list of the sources that have been 
proposed for this gospel. The second part examines the possibility of a relationship between 
Th and the Pauline epistles, a theme which is emerging with new perspectives in the research 
on Th’s sources and parallels: some of Th’s logia seem to have connections with certain 

Th 17 and 1 Cor 2:9, also exploring 
their relationship with some parallel texts (e.g. 1 Clem.
in order to investigate the possible sources of Th 17.
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The Gospel of Matthew shows us a peaceful Jesus who proclaims love to enemies; neverthe-
less, in two narrative fragments the author integrates the use of the sword (máchaira
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story. First, Jesus proclaims that he has come to bring the sword, since his message implies 

in Gethsemane is a scene of violence in which both the mob and one of the disciples carry 
máchairai
links are fragmented. Our work proposes a relation between both mentioned episodes, to verify 

and the rupture of the oikos
Matthew’s story as well as their lexicon and the possible eschatological link between family 
fragmentation, scandal and violence.
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Despite the progress of biblical studies, the origin of the narrative of the last supper still 
remains quite unclear. As a liturgic historian, the Author examines the words spoken by 
Jesus on the bread and the cup during the last supper. The phrase referring to the cup does 
not appear in Proto-Mark 14:24. Mark composes it reworking Ex 24:8 with the implemen-
tation of the liturgic principle of “parallelism” with the words spoken on the bread. At this 
point one may question whether Mark’s sentence on the bread is the original one. The author 

Proto-Mark as the explanation of Jesus’s gesture when he gives the bread during the last 

expressions “bread of the life” and “living” are taken from the apocryphal book of Joseph 
and Aseneth. The article also considers the very close connection between Jn 17 and Didache 

Birkat ha-mazon; 
nevertheless, there is a link between Jn 17 and the liturgy through Didache
Christian Birkat ha-mazon.
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The author reacts to Mauro Pesce’s research about the origins of Jesus’ certitudes. Plutarch’s 
Life of Alexander is examined as a case study for the origin of personal certitudes in a Roman-
Hellenistic environment. 
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Osvalda Andrei, Il cristianesimo di Giulio Africano:  
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Carrying on the research concerning the typology of Julius Africanus’ Christianity (as evidenced 
by the Chronographiai Kestoi and their military sections are investigated 
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teratur of the time, but from the perspective of an unitarian Christian identity. Contradicting the 

Julius Africanus defends the usefulness of a good governance of war and the use of violence 
according to strategies that are not of “offense/injustice” of the neighbor but of “defense/love” 
of the “Roman”. His theory is based on the Chronographiai’s historiographical and antignostic 
principles: the providentialist theology of the Roman Empire: the Persian as “Other” par excel-
lence: the empatic solidarism between the different components of the creation (as the product 
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Testament, was not the result of an intramural struggle within a supposedly Jewish realm, but 

by the Pauline current. The Jewish heritage gathered by the Judeo-Christianity was progres-

an unequivocal sign of “heresy” and deviation from the anti-Jewish doctrine of Pauline origin.

Keywords

Modernity and Ancient Religions

Guglielmo Forni Rosa, Introduzione allo studio  
di san Giovanni della Croce  .................................................  473

The theme of God’s incomprehensibility is central to John of the Cross. According to modern-

of God placed John of the Cross within a “mystical faith” that is opposed to a “dogmatic faith.” 

case of criticism against the type of Christianity proposed by the Catholic Church.
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and then it was relegated among the dead things as a reprehensible form of idolatry by exclusive 
monotheistic religions. After an analysis of the Mesopotamian religious culture, the essay moves 
on to the Greek-Roman cultural space, which offers important examples of religious translation. 

concluding with an analysis of Lessing’s drama Nathan the Wise. Within the dialogue between the 
Religions of the Book, Lessing proposes again the issue of translatability, revealing its adaptability.
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The article presents some recent proposals that, as an alternative to the Two Source Theory, refer 
to the hypothesis of a primitive Gospel at the origin of the process of formation of the tetramorphic 

with two different writings: the Hebrew/Aramaic Gospel mentioned by Papia (Garbini, Amphoux, 
Edwards), and the Gospel of Marcion (Klinghardt). An important contribution for the continuation 
of the research could be that of a systematic comparison between these two writings, based on 
their reconstructions available today, to highlight any relationship of mutual dependence.
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Gospels. Pier Angelo Gramaglia has examined Klinghardt’s proposal, reaching a partially different 
conclusion: he too believes that the Gospel of Marcion is chronologically prior to Luke—inasmuch 
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